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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, ELTN, NI 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: RAILROAD: OVERALL ROUND-UP 
REP: (A) STATE 97051 (B) STATE 97516 (C) LAGOS 4523 

1 . PER REPTEL A, EMBASSY ARRANGING APPOINTMENT OF GLYNN OF TAMS 
WITH PERMSEC IB IE POR AFTERNOON MAY 12 THROUGH NEW DEP. SECT. 
(LAND) SOATAN. 

2. PER REPTEL B, EMBOFF LEARNED STATUS RALWAY PROJECT FROM B. 

U. SESHADRI, GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR RAILWAYS, MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
REFTEL C, PARTIALLY CORRECT IN ASSERTING CONTRACTS POR SECTIONS 
5 AND 8 ALREADY LET. CONTRACT FOR SURVEY, MAPPING, DESIGN SECTION 
5 LET TO FOUGEROLLE OF FRANCE. CONTRACT FOR SAME SERVICES 
SECTION 8 LET TO ITALRACO OF ITALY. TENDERS BY TAMS, SOFERAIL, 
ITALCONSULT, TRANSMARK AND GERMAN FIRM FOR SURVEY OF TRAFFIC 
GROWTH IN SECTIONS 5 AND 8 NOW UNDER REVIEW BUT NO DECISION. 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS WILL BESLET FOR 5 AND 8 FOLLOWING COM- 
PLETION AFOREMENTIONED STAGES. 

3. SESHADRI NEXT TURNED TO PLANS FOR NEAR PUTURE. SECTION 6 
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FROM MAKURDI TO BAUCHI ASSIGNED PRIORITY AND NOW UNDER CONSIDER- 
TION FOR SURVEY, MAPPING AND DESIGN. THIS SECTION NEEDED TO 
MOVE COKING COAL FROM LAGIA TO AJEOKUTA STEEL MILL. IF FINAN- 
CING NOT AVAILABLE, LINE WILL ONLY GO 100 MILES TO LAFIA STOPPING 
FAR SHORT OF MAKURDI. 

4. IN MORE DISTANT PUTURE, SESHARDI FEELS SECTIONS 1, WN EN 
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4, AND 7 MIGHT BE ATTEMPTED NEXT FIVE YEAR PLAN. OTHERSPOSSIB- 
ILITY IS TO OPEN NEW AREA, I.E., NOT CURRENTLY SERVED BY NARROW 
GUAGE WITH STANDARD GUAGE LINE. EXISTING NARROW GUAGE SYSTEM 
WOULD BE CONVERTED IN STAGES TO CONNECT WITH NEW STANDARD 
GUAGE NETWORK. SESHARDI SAID THIS ALTERNATIVE MIGHT BE ANALYZED 
BY INDIAN FIRM BUT SINCE DECISION NOT EINAL HE COULD NOT CONFIRM 
THIS TO BE RITES AS ALLUDED IN PARA 1 REFTEL B. 

5. COMMENT: NEW HEAD NIGERIAN RAILWAY CORP. AND APPARENT 
CALING DOWN SCOPE OF UPGRADING PROPOSAL COULD MEAN FMG FINALLY 
SERIOUS ABOUT PROJECT WHICH HAS BEEN JUST AROUND CORNER FOR TWO 
YEARS. UNFORTUNATELY, IT WOULD EXCLUDE THOSE PROJECTS FOR WHICH 
U.S. TENDERED SUCH AS SECTIONS 3 AND 4 BY RBC OR SWITCHING 

AND SIGNALING BY FORD AERONEUTRONICS. PLS BRIEE GLYNN OE TAMS 
ON FOREGOING. 

EASUM 
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